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You have a crucial mission in serving aging members
of

our

communities

and

their

families.

From

independent and assisted living to skilled nursing care,
we work with you to create environments that are
comfortable, safe, and make residents feel at home.
Personal experiences form the core of our design
philosophy. We seek to create environments for
long-term

residents,

those

seeking

short

term

rehabilitation, families visiting their loved ones, and
your staff who provide care to your clients. The
goal is to provide a space that defines you, an
environment you are proud of, and a facility that
is sustainable and affordable for years to come.
Through
engineers,

Shive-Hattery’s
landscape

team

architects,

of

architects,

and

interior

designers, you will be provided with design and
other services needed to make you successful.
Whether your project is a small renovation or a new
facility, Shive-Hattery will be your trusted advisor.
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RESIDENT LIVING
Design can help erase some negative preconceptions
of senior living communities. Conveying a noninstitutional

look

through

the

building’s

design

vernacular and finishes is a must. Designers also
have to tailor spaces to meet the demands of
seniors who want to keep fit—in body and mind.
Owners are building and remodeling today’s facilities
by thinking of the future instead of the past;
incorporating natural finishes and outdoor living.
Many modern senior living facilities are now offering
residents a wide variety of choices to create a
more comfortable and personal living environment.
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COMMUNITY
Gone are the days of the so-called “old folks” nursing
homes where residents live out their days passively
with little social interaction. People naturally want
to connect with others, and sometimes that means
looking beyond the cafeteria.

Having spaces that

can adapt to different functions engages residents
and creates togetherness. The availability of social
opportunities with fellow retirees and the community
will likely be one of the deciding factors as to which type
of retirement community the resident decides to join.
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DINING
Senior communities are offering their residents
numerous meal options in more welcoming and
attractive environments, encouraging the feeling
of family, while not removing the residents’ feeling
of

independence.

From

country

kitchens,

grab-

and-go options, and room service to in-house
bistros and cafés, gone are the days of buffetstyle meals. Replicating the restaurant experience,
table service meals make dining more convenient
for residents with limited mobility and promotes a
true dining experience. Dining is one of the most
important aspects of the senior living experience,
and

it

has

become

a

major

differentiator

for

providers in marketing to prospective residents
and their family members. Improving the dining
experience enhances residents’ quality of life and
translates ultimately to the bottom line for owners.
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WELLNESS
The concept of wellness has evolved from the
fitness center to overall well-being including social,
emotional, intellectual, and physical.

With people

being

generations,

more

active

than

previous

fitness centers, swimming pools, and space for
other classes and activities are used to maintain
resident’s health.

Incorporating views and outdoor

spaces that connect to nature can improve overall
well-being and offer the opportunity for reflection
or recreation.

These resources differentiate a

community and allow residents to remain healthy
longer and reduce the need for skilled nursing care.
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AMENITIES
In order to maintain optimal quality of life and overall
well-being, it is essential to continue meaningful
activities.

The diversity of amenities and creating

a high quality of life, is what sets senior living
communities apart. With full service dining rooms,
transportation

services,

built-in

movie

theaters,

internet cafes, coffee shops, game rooms, and libraries,
full service resort style living are the new standard.

12

SENIOR LIVING

SHIVE-HATTERY.COM

SUSTAINABILITY
Prospective

residents

have

an

increasingly

sophisticated understanding of sustainability and
take an active interest in how their housing impacts
the environment. Facilities are designed to be more
energy efficient, utilize daylighting for energy and
health reasons, and are responsible with the energy
they use and the materials they are built from.
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LEVELS OF CARE
Senior living communities have changed dramatically
over the past few decades. Historically, they were
institutional-like in nature where a single care model
was assumed. They have transformed to offer an array
of care models ranging from active adult retirement
housing to memory care units, rehabilitation facilities
and entire communities that offer a continuum of
care. Having an understanding of the diverse levels of
care and their code requirements while maintaining
an end user approach is key to designing a successful
environment. One that accommodates the various
needs of each specific care model and allows flexibility
to customize the care for each individual resident.
Understanding the current code requirements and
senior living design models allows well designed
projects to secure government approval significantly
faster
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OAKNOLL SPRING STREET
IOWA CITY, IOWA

CLIENT: OAKNOLL RETIREMENT RESIDENCES
AREA: 228,000 sf
COST: $42,000,000
The Spring Street expansion continues Oaknoll’s
talent to meet the active lifestyles of its residents, while
providing peaceful and beautiful accommodations
in a residential atmosphere. Connected to the main
building by a glass sky walk, the expansion features
69

apartments,

a

high-energy

contemporary

restaurant, sports pub with outdoor seating, an art
gallery with artists’ work space, and new community
room large enough to seat the entire population.
Residents will find the indoor bicycle parking and
two levels of underground parking a welcomed
amenity. Of particular note is the beautiful courtyard
with water fountain, outdoor dining and seating, and
walkways for residents to connect with the outdoors.
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SPURGEON MANOR
DALLAS CENTER, IOWA

CLIENT: SPURGEON RETIREMENT CENTER
AREA: 22,500 sf
COST: $5,700,000
Different from facilities of the past, the addition at
Spurgeon Manor is designed to look and feel like a
large home rather than a medical ward. At its center
are skilled nursing assistants who manage resident
care with support from nurses and therapists - a
reversal of the traditional nursing home model.
Here, residents receive individualized care in selfcontained neighborhoods where small groupings
of residential rooms are located around a hearth
area with a living room, dining room and kitchen.

“The
results
have
exceeded
our
expectations. We believe the new design of our
long term care nursing units will help ease the
transition of moving from home to Spurgeon
Manor. We now have a warm, home-like living
environment for the residents, in addition to
designed efficiencies for the direct care staff.”
~ Maureen Cahill
Spurgeon Manor Administrator
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OAKNOLL GEORGE STREET
IOWA CITY, IOWA

CLIENT: OAKNOLL RETIREMENT RESIDENCES
AREA: 136,000 sf
COST: $23,252,164
The Oaknoll community was experiencing a steady
population and a growing waiting list. The Independent
Living community needed to grow and also provide
amenities

to

a

more

active

senior

population.

Space on the existing campus was not available
for that growth so additional adjacent property
was acquired to make room for this expansion.
Shive-Hattery designed an addition featuring 52
apartments, a swimming pool, a spa, a fitness area
and a movie theater. The addition also included a
new restaurant style dining area, main kitchen,
and a welcoming new entry/front door experience.
A green roof system—that controls storm water
runoff and accentuates views from upper level
apartments—was incorporated into the project for
environmental, aesthetic and maintenance reasons.
This

new

addition

helps

Oaknoll

meet

the

growing needs of its client base. The style of
this addition reflects Oaknoll’s goal to provide
peaceful
for
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seniors

in

beautiful
a

accommodations

residential

atmosphere.
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COTTAGE GROVE PLACE
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA

CLIENT: COTTAGE GROVE PLACE
AREA: 32,800 sf
COST: $4,000,000
Cottage Grove Place was challenged with not having
enough skilled nursing beds to accommodate its
increasing

population.

The

existing

Long

Term

Care Unit was not large enough to house the
constantly expanding independent living population
and Cottage Grove could see a need for providing
a

quieter

dementia

area

to

benefit

residents

with specific needs. The solution was to add a $4
million addition that increases their current skilled
nursing bed count by 24, and also provides 12
less stimulating dementia beds for its residents.
The rooms are designed to provide privacy similar to
a private room, with a wardrobe separating the beds
and each resident having his or her own window and
defined private space, but share a restroom. The
cabinetry allows each resident to have their own
television and a mixture of enclosed storage and
open shelving for the display of personal items. The
semi-private flexibility of the space also allows for
the cabinetry to be rearranged allowing for a more
interactive environment if desirable. Other amenities
added to the skilled nursing area are a larger, more
open dining area as well as an activity room, informal
lounge, screened-in porch and exterior patio area.

26

SENIOR LIVING

SHIVE-HATTERY.COM

ON THE BOARDS
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PROVIDING UNPARALLELED CLIENT SERVICE
As

an

firm,

architecture
Shive-Hattery

design.

With

deep

senior

living,

we

and

engineering

goes

beyond

knowledge
deliver

of

the

consulting
traditional
world

customized

of

solutions

while providing support as an extension of your
staff. It’s more than just a one-time transaction;
we

cultivate

relationships.

To

be

your

trusted

advisor is the highest honor and our ultimate goal.
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