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Project Name: Living Roadway Trust Fund – Pollinator Poster Series

Project Location: State of Iowa

Project Purpose:
The Living Roadway Trust Fund (LRTF) was established by the Iowa Legislature in 1989.  The 

LRTF works with partners to promote and educate the public about the need for integrated 

roadside vegetation management (IRVM), and the use of native plants along Iowa’s 

roadsides. Their goals are supported through grants, publications, research, and education 

programs.   As part of their goal to produce educational publications, the LRTF, partnering 

with Trees Forever and the Xerces Society, conceived a set of 4 posters that would focus on 

the types and variety of pollinators and their significance to the environment.  The posters 

intend to communicate the beauty, complexity, and interconnectedness of the natural 

world; our place in it; and our power to affect positive change.



Role of the Landscape Architect or Relevant Party

▪ Engagement and coordination with partners

▪ Concept development

▪ Design development, graphic design and layout

▪ Reviews, proofs, and revisions

▪ Coordination with printer
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Special Factors and Project Significance

• The significance of the project is the education of the public on our dependence on 

pollinators and the current risk to their health and habitat.  

• The posters explain in four installments the importance of 

– Monarch butterflies

– Bees

– Butterflies and Moths

– Beneficial insects

• They aim to create awareness of our impact on pollinators in our daily activities and 

in the normal course of economic development and growth.  

• Most importantly, the posters offer suggestions for changing behaviors that have 

been and continue to be detrimental to pollinators and their habitat, as well as new 

ways to engage and participate in further understanding and appreciating pollinators.
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engagement and collaboration

Collaboration 

between the designer 

and the client partners 

was the prime 

contributor to the 

success of the project.  

Iowa Living Roadway 

Trust Fund

Trees Forever

The Xerces Society
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The focus of the 

Pollinator Poster Series 

is educating the public

on:

The role of  

pollinators

The risks to pollinator 

health and habitat

How we can help

The value of roadsides  

and the work of  

LRTF and its partners

concept development

1

2

3

4
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concept development

The Role of Pollinators

One third of all the food 

we eat depends on 

pollinators.  85% of plants 

exist because of bees.

Pollinators play a critical 

role in maintaining our 

ecosystems. Other wild 

animals rely on pollinators 

for the production of food 

sources such as wild fruits.

1
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Risks to Habitat

Common to all 

pollinators has been 

a steady loss of 

habitat including 

losses to agriculture 

and development; 

the degradation of 

habitat; and the 

fragmentation of 

habitat. Chemicals,

pathogens, and 

invasive species are 

also serious threats.  

2

concept development
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How we can help

Each poster describes  

ways we can improve 

the environment for 

pollinators including; 

creating patches of 

monarch habitat in a 

pot on your balcony, 

in your yard, parks, or 

schools.  Planting 

native flowers provides 

habitat for nest sites. 

Reducing the use of 

insecticides, and 

herbicides also helps.

3

concept development
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The Value of Roadsides

Roadsides offer valuable 

wildlife habitat, often 

connecting remnant 

patches and creating 

linear areas of refuge. 

With more than 75% of 

Iowa’s land allocated to 

agriculture, roadsides 

are especially important 

to wildlife. 

Flowering plants along 

roadsides are important 

sources of nectar and 

pollen for pollinators.

4

concept development
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design development

Multiple graphic looks were explored with the 

client.  After the concept stage, a preferred style 

was chosen, a template was developed that 

established a set of design features; color, 

typography, etc., that would create consistency 

between the posters as they were developed.
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Photography from a multiple collections and 

several contributors enhanced the overall 

message of the posters and beautifully 

communicated the topics and themes.

Narrative was developed from partner 

resources and vetted between them.

Many topics were best described with 

illustrations and diagrams designed specifically 

for the topic.



In all, there are 4 posters 

in the series, developed 

over the course of 

approximately 1 year.  

The posters are full-color 

offset print on heavy 

satin finish paper. 

Printed front and back, 

they each measure

23 ¼” x 35 ¼”.

design development

Poster 1  Monarchs and Milkweed Poster 2  Bees

Poster 3  Butterflies and Moths Poster 4  Beneficial Insects
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Poster 1:
Monarchs and 
Milkweed

Female monarchs search for milkweeds on which they lay eggs. Once 

the eggs hatch, the caterpillars feed voraciously on their host plants for 

up to two weeks before forming chrysalises. Up to three generations of 

butterflies are born during the summer.
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Poster 1:
Monarchs and 
Milkweed

By September, monarchs begin migrating southward and it is possible 

to see hundreds of butterflies per hour, in flight or gathering nectar on 

late-blooming flowers. 
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Poster 2:
Bees

At least 3,600 species of native bees call the U.S. their home with nearly 

300 species found in Iowa. Honey bees live in large colonies of 20,000 

individuals or more that work cooperatively. 
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Poster 2:
Bees

Bees are not only at risk from habitat loss but also the use of pesticides, 

herbicides, and exposure to pathogens. Competition from non-native 

species is also a risk factor.

Living Roadway Trust Fund – Pollinator Poster Series

2019 Fall Awards – Category 5 – Communications



Poster 3:
Butterflies
And Moths

For millennia, these large and showy insects have attracted the attention 

and admiration of people around the world. In addition to their beauty 

and grace, butterflies and their close relatives, moths, play important 

ecological roles. 
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Poster 3:
Butterflies
And Moths

Loss of habitat includes loss of natural areas to agriculture or development, 

the degradation of habitat, and the fragmentation of habitat.  Many 

migratory species depend on native vegetation along the route.  

Fragmentation may cause weaker individuals to fail during the journey.
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Poster 4:
Beneficial Insects

Beetles, wasps, and flies also help with pollination, but they are possibly more 

important as pest control. As predators or parasitoids, they eat other insects 

and help keep pest populations in check. Their work, and that of other 

beneficial insects, is essential in natural systems, gardens, yards, and parks. 
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Poster 4:
Beneficial Insects

Many insects feed on nectar or pollen during one or more of their life stages; 

nectar fuels the hunt and pollen is a supplemental source of protein for some 

predatory insects.  Flowers enable them to complete their life cycle. 
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public education

The Iowa Living 

Roadway Trust Fund 

distributes the posters 

through the Iowa 

Department of 

Transportation.  They 

are commonly used in 

classrooms but are 

available free of 

charge to anyone 

interested in pollinators.
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